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Montana  Pole  Superfund  site 

By  the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
and  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 


MDHES  places  administrative  record 


The  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Envi- 
ronmental Sciences  (MDHES)  has  established  an  ad- 
ministrative record  of  Superfund  documents  for  the 
Montana  Pole  Superfund  site.  The  administrative 
record  is  housed  in  Butte  in  the  Montana  Tech  Li- 
brary reference  section  and  in  Helena  at  the  Solid  and 
Hazardous  Waste  Bureau  office  at  836  Front  Street. 
MDHES  will  hold  a  30-day  public  comment  period 
for  the  administrative  record  from  July  9  through 
August  9, 1990.  This  comment  period  will  allow  the 
public  time  to  review  the  administrative  record  and 
submit  comments  on  such  things  as  completeness, 
record  location,  availability,  content  and  organiza- 
tion. This  administrative  record  is  the  collection  of 
materials  which  documents  the  basis  for  the  selection 
of  a  cleanup  alternative  at  the  Montana  Pole  Super- 
fund  site.  Under  Superfund  law,  the  MDHES  is 
required  to  make  an  administrative  record  available 
at  or  near  all  state-lead  Superfund  sites.  Individuals 
and  organizations  who  have  participated  on  the 
Montana  Pole  project  are  specifically  requested  to 
review  the  record  in  order  to  assure  that  all  pertinent 
documents  are  included. 

The  administrative  record  is  open  for  public 


review  during  normal  business  hours  at  both  the 
library  and  the  Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
offices.  The  record  is  kept  in  file  cabinets  and  is 
treated  as  a  non-circulating  reference  document. 
This  will  allow  the  public  greater  access  to  the 
information  and  also  minimize  the  risk  of  loss  or 
damage.  The  public  is  welcome  to  make  photocop- 
ies of  any  documents  in  the  file.  A  copier  is  located 
at  the  library. 

If  you  find  a  document  missing  from  the  file, 
please  call  Montana  Superfiind  Public  Information 
Officer  Janie  Stiles  in  Helena  at  1-800-648-8465. 
MDHES  will  add  documents  to  the  record  file  as  site 
work  progresses.  The  administrative  records  will 
remain  in  Butte  and  Helena  indefinitely.  Anyone 
with  questions  about  the  administrative  record  is  en- 
couraged to  call  Brian  Antonioli  at  the  above  phone 
number.  Please  send  comments  about  the  record  to 
Site  Project  Officer  Brian  Antonioli,  Montana  De- 
partment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
SHWB,  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  MT  59620. 
Comments  must  be  postmarked  by  midnight  August 
9,  1990. 
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Answers  to  your  questions 

MDHES  held  a  public  comment  period  between  April      Q:  Is  incineration  one  of  the  methods  under  consideration 


25  and  June  1,  then  held  a  public  meeting  May  9  to  receive 
comments  on  the  draft  work  plan  for  investigation  of  the  site. 
Following  are  MDHES  responses  to  the  comments  and 
questions  received  during  that  meeting  and  the  public  com- 
ment period.  The  comments/questicMis  are  paraphrased: 


(for  site  cleanup)? 

A:  Yes.  During  the  feasibility  study  a  variety  of  treatment 

methods  for  the  contmainated  soils  and  groundwater  will  be 

looked  at.  Incineration  will  likely  be  one  of  the  technologies 

considered. 


Q:  Has  the  Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  and  Geology  deter- 
mined any  kind  of  plume  (area  of  contaminated  groundwa- 
ter) associated  with  the  site?  A  student  is  w(»king  on  a  soil 
gas  study. 

A:  A  graduate  student  from  Montana  Tech  conducted  a  soil 
vapor  study  at  the  Montana  Pde  site  in  October  1989.  This 
study  was  an  attempt  to  determine  if  contamination  at  the 
downgradient  (north)  end  of  the  site  was  spreading  beyond 
the  collection  system.  It  was  hoped  that  by  comparing  this 
data  with  a  similar  soil  v^xm-  survey  conducted  in  1985  by 
EPA,  any  spread  of  contamination  beyond  the  collection 
system  would  be  detected.  The  results  of  this  study  wwe 
inconclusive. 

Delineation  of  the  contaminated  groundwater  plume  is 
an  objective  of  the  Montana  Pole  RI/FS.  The  groundwater 
sampling  to  be  conducted  should  identify  the  extent  of  the 
plume. 


Q:  Is  most  of  the  product  (contamination)  diesel?  Is  that  oil 
that  is  recovCTCd  PCP  (pentachlorophenol)  or  diesel? 
A:  The  petroleum  product  removed  by  the  recovery  system 
can  be  characterized  as  diesel  oil  with  a  PCP  constituent  The 
amount  of  PCP  in  the  product  varies  up  to  approximately 
two  percent  by  weight  The  preservative  solution  used  when 
the  faciUty  operated  contained  approximately  five  percent 
pentachlorophenol. 


Q:  How  long  are  you  going  to  gather  product  (oil  contamina- 
tion in  the  groundwater)  and  when  you  reach  that  point,  what 
will  you  do? 

A:  The  groundwater  interception/oil  recovery  system  will 
continue  to  operate  until  a  remedy  for  treating  the  groundwa- 
ter is  selected  and  implemented.  After  the  remedy  is 
mplemenied  and  it  is  shown  that  the  interception  system  is 
no  longer  needed  to  prevent  contaminated  groundwater  from 
entering  Silver  Bow  Creek,  the  system  will  be  removed. 


Q:  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  contaminated  materials 
in  the  buildings? 

A:  During  the  remedial  investigation  the  contamainted 
materials  in  the  pole  bam  storage  buildings  will  be  sampled. 
The  results  of  this  sampling  will  enable  the  State  to  consider 
various  disposal  or  treatment  methods  for  this  material. 


Q:  In  your  historical  review,  did  you  identify  the  old  Russell 
Oil  Company?  Did  they  sample  the  groundwater  there? 
A:  Both  the  State  and  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  have  investigated  the  old  Russell  Oil  Com- 
pany site,  located  south  of  the  Montana  Pole  site.  In  Septem- 
ber 1988  the  EPA  conducted  soil  sampling  at  the  Russell  Oil 
site.  Only  two  organic  compounds  were  found  in  concentra- 
tions elevated  over  those  of  a  background  (normal)  soil 
sample.  No  gross  oil  or  sludge  contamination  was  confirmed 
by  the  sampling  results  or  by  on-site  observations.  The  EPA 
did  not  conduct  groundwater  sampling. 

During  the  Montana  Pole  Remedial  Investigation/ 
Feasibility  Study  (RI/FS),  groundwater  monitoring  wells  will 
be  drilled  on  the  upgradient  (south)  edge  of  the  Montana 
Pole  site.  These  sampling  locations  will  delineate  the  extent 
of  any  groundwater  contamination  flowing  from  the  direc- 
tion of  the  old  Russell  Oil  Company  site. 


Q:  Was  the  (Montana)  Power  Company  transfonner  yard 
checked? 

A:  Investigation  of  the  Montana  Power  Company  trans- 
former yard  is  not  part  of  the  Montana  Pole  studies.  How- 
ever, the  Montana  Power  Company  is  presently  conducting 
an  investigation  of  their  property.  During  the  Montana  Pole 
RI/FS,  PCBs  will  be  sampled  for  in  Silver  Bow  Creek 
sediments  and  in  the  oil  recovery  system  separator  water. 
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TOLL-FREE  SUPERFUND  HOTLINE 

If  you  have  questions,  comments  or  concerns  about  a  Super- 
fund  site  in  Montana,  or  about  Superfund  in  general,  please  call 
our  toll-free  hotline.  The  hotline  is  in  operation  from  8  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  weekdays,  except  holidays. 
In-state  use  only! 

1-800-648-8465 
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ARE  YOU  ON  OUR  MAILING  LIST? 

If  you  did  not  receive  this  Progress  Rep>ort  in  the  mail  and  wish  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing 
list  for  future  publications  about  the  Montana  Pole  Superfimd  site,  please  fill  out,  detach,  and  mail 
this  form  to:  Janie  Stiles,  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Cogswell 

BuUding,  Helena,  MT  59620. 


Name 


Address 


City,  State. 


ZipCode_ 


l_. 


._! 


600  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of  .2399  per  copy,  for  a  total 
cost  of  143.96  ,  which  includes  66. oa  for  printing  and  77. ae  for  distribution. 


